
When I went back to college, one of my favorite professors encouraged us to “take 
inventory” of our lives every 3 or 4 months. She told us in her life she found it was 
necessary to reflect on how things are going, where you are going, and decide if 
anything could be improved. As I usually did after a lecture, I went over my notes 
and thought deeply about her prompting. She evoked a passion causing students to 
try to be the best in their profession. An assignment I dearly loved was the 
assignment to draw up your own timeline. We were to make a poster  of the good 
and bad, big events in our life from birth to current life. It definitely gives you 
perspective about how events have affected you. My big moment was in “seeing” 
and realizing how much of my life had already happened. The same thing goes 
with “seeing” your goals and ambitions and making sure you are still on target, 
headed to the destination that you planned. I frequently go back to the goals I set 
back then, the new ones, and see if I am on track. It is not failure when you look at 
your life and see how some things could be changed. Often  changes can be the 
start of something far more powerful than anything you were dreaming. Here’s the 
sting part, change almost always isn’t comfortable in the beginning. However, it 
often proves to be the best thing that could happen in a bad situation.  I plan on 
keeping up with my personal goals and life situations every so often, simply 
because I am weak. I often wander off course, take the wrong exits, and end up on 
a dead end street. God knows this, and loves me in spite of myself! If that isn’t 



good news…. There is none! I have discovered many improvements in my 
thinking, planning, and doing when I refocus on Jesus! I do not follow man, but 
Jesus alone. In good and bad times, just as I shared with my grandson last 
weekend… even if I cannot speak… I whisper over and over this powerful 
name…. “JESUS”. Try it, say it out loud when you can and silently when you 
must, but try it…..Jesus drives out fear, worry, pain, hate, and sadness.  I don’t 
know any movie stars, famous preachers, or teachers that can drive out all that and 
make my day better. Click on “Watch on YouTube” to hear “Something about that 
Name”

Philippians is one of my favorite books of the Bible, written to the saints in Christ 
Jesus, especially the  overseers and deacons of the church. I hope you can find time 
to read the whole chapter this week, it’s packed with good things! Written by Paul, 
a missionary, who had been known as Saul a Christian killer before he turned from 
his sin and to God. I guess because I find myself a great sinner, I feel like Saul, I in 
no way shape or form can be as faithful as Paul, but I strive toward that goal. When 
I study I am always looking for meaning in my life using the words of God. Rather 
than a story here, I’m going to give you my thoughts on the verses that I’m 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4KwBkajCzs


watering in my garden of life, working on allowing God to prune me daily. Sharing 
some cool things God taught me as I studied Philippians chapter 1, these questions 
were designed to help with my “personal inventory”, you may use them or make 
yourself new ones that fit your life.
Verse 3 I do thank the Lord for putting you in my life, you are a part. Am I telling      
people I am thankful for them?
Verse 6 Is God working in my life, teaching me, showing me new ways to serve 
Him?
Verse 8 The word “long” jumped at me. Do I “long” to know more of Jesus and 
His will for my life?
Verse 9 Am I working toward growing my love for Jesus and all people using 
wisdom from above and discernment?
Verse 11 Does my life show fruit of the spirit? Refer to Galatians 5:22-23, love, 
joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. 
Verse  14 Am I bold to speak the word without fear?
Verse   27 Is my conduct worthy of the gospel? Am I steadfast to the word?

Many will remember that children’s song, He’s Still Working on Me. He actually is 
still working on me to this day, since I was 8 years old and asked Jesus to be my 
Savior, He’s been working on me and I am thankful, He will not stop drawing me 
to Himself. 
This old song from my childhood Sunday services brings back fond memories, our 
church had a great song leader, Mr. Selman.  I loved the songs he chose for our 
worship and in the following one, I can almost hear him singing. RIP Mr. Selman, 
thank you for putting great songs in my mind for all these years of enjoyment. 
Click on picture to hear “He Keeps Me Singing”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6B2gFPfOxzI

