
Building a Biblical Worldview:

Life
A bortion is a subject that divides Americans, including Christians. Far worse, abortion is a scourge that destroys human 

lives. While we have a responsibility to engage in many challenges as Christians, it is no exaggeration to say that 
combating this horror must be at the top of our list. Claiming the lives of millions, abortion is far more than a political 

issue. It is a deadly serious crisis. But it is not a hopeless battle - far from it. God cares about human life. He created it. He will 
bring victory as we work to advance a culture that honors the sanctity of human life.  

Key Prayer:
Lord, You created my inmost being. You knew and loved me and my neighbors before we were born. You give us intrinsic dignity. 
Please open my heart to how I might stand for the sanctity of life.

Key Bible Passage:
“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I 
was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed 
body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.” (Psalm 139:13-16)

Abortion In America:
Abortion is not a new problem in the history of the United States or the world. However, it is one that has 
dominated American politics since the U.S. Supreme Court paved the way for abortion-on-demand with its 
infamous Roe v. Wade ruling in 1973. The question of whether or not abortion should be legal (and in what 
situations), as well as whether or not it is morally wrong, starkly divides Americans.

Yet abortion is not fundamentally a political issue. It is a problem in our communities — and our churches. 

Tens of millions of prenatal lives have been terminated by abortion since 1973. The Guttmacher Institute, an 
offshoot of Planned Parenthood, reports a decline in the annual number of induced abortion procedures — 
862,230 in 2017. However, this drop has come with a rapid rise of chemical abortion (or “medication abortion,” 
in the words of Guttmacher). At nearly 340,000 terminations, pill-caused abortions accounted for 39 percent 
of abortions in 2017, up from 29 percent in 2014.

A 2015 Lifeway Research survey found that 36 percent of women who had abortions were attending church 
at least once a month at the time of their decisions. Of them, only 16 percent said they talked with someone at 
church about it. Also, only 38 percent of women who had an abortion thought church was a safe place to talk 
about pregnancy options.
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https://news.gallup.com/poll/1576/abortion.aspx
https://www.guttmacher.org/fact-sheet/induced-abortion-united-states
https://lifewayresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Care-Net-Final-Presentation-Report-Revised.pdf
https://lifewayresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Care-Net-Final-Presentation-Report-Revised.pdf
https://ifapray.org/


What Does The Bible Say:
With abortion so prevalent and so much on the minds of individuals, including those in churches, you might think that it would 
be addressed often from the pulpit. Sadly, that is not so. A Pew Research Center study in spring 2019 found that in an 8-week 
period only 1-in-5 evangelical congregations heard abortion touched on even once.

The Bible, however, has much to teach us in this area. The Holy Scriptures celebrate human life and exhort us to defend it. In 
the Word we find:

• The sanctity of human life. We are created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27). We are “knit together” by God in utero 
(Psalm 139:13). All of us are “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14). And the Incarnation only underscores the 
wonder more: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” (John 1:14)

• Prenatal children are unique persons with individual callings. Again, our Lord Jesus, conceived by the Holy Spirit in 
Mary, is the most powerful example (Luke 1:35). But let’s not forget unborn John the Baptist recognizing Mary’s voice and 
leaping for joy (Luke 1:41). David (Psalm 139:16), Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:5), and Paul (Galatians 1:16) all talk of the Lord’s 
purpose for them established before birth. Moreover, we find the Lord telling Leah that two nations (Jacob and Esau) were 
struggling in her womb (Genesis 25:21-24). 

• We are to defend prenatal lives — the most vulnerable among us. The idea that we are to seek justice and “speak up 
for those who cannot speak for themselves” (Proverbs 31:8) is common in Scripture. While some “progressive” Christians 
try to use Exodus 21:22-24 to defend abortion — in a manner not fitting with the rest of Scripture or centuries of church 
teachings — that passage is remarkable in that it actually demonstrates the value and legal protection the Mosaic code 
insists on for pregnant women and their prenatal children.

Prayer Response:
My heart breaks for millions of lives destroyed by abortion — multitudes of children killed and so many parents wounded. Lord, 
I want to stand up for them. Please show me ways to support life in my church and my community.

How Can I Help?
Abortion is a scourge in our country, our communities, and our churches. However, we know the Creator of life and the Author 
of this story. We have hope that He will equip us and bring victories as we stand for the sanctity of every person’s life. You 
can join in this effort by:

• Praying! Intercede for the unborn and for women who may feel trapped in fear. Pray, too, for courageous fathers.

• Supporting local church and pregnancy care center ministries. There are pastors, elders, pregnancy center directors, 
and other leaders working to stop abortion in its tracks in your community. Lift them up in prayer, and back them up with 
your time and treasure.

• Bolstering leaders and organizations committed to a culture or life. Prayerfully encourage and participate in the work 
of those actively fighting for the sanctity of life in local, state, national, and international arenas.

Learn More:
• Be sure to get your copy of IFA’s daily devotional: “Uniting with Christ to Pray for Life.”

• Find articles like “Sound Science Advocates for the Sanctity of Life” and more in IFA’s Headline Prayer newsfeed.
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https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/29/few-u-s-sermons-mention-abortion-though-discussion-varies-by-religious-affiliation-and-congregation-size/
https://ifapray.org/daily-devotional/uniting-with-christ-to-pray-for-life/
https://ifapray.org/blog/sound-science-advocates-for-the-sanctity-of-life/
https://ifapray.org/blog/
https://ifapray.org/



